Dr. José Maria Bautista, SAB member in Mephitis project, invited expert in Kick-off meeting
I have appreciated with satisfaction that several of the fronts that Mephitis is focusing are current bottlenecks in malaria research (e.g. the optimization of heterologous expression of malarial genes) that hinders specific development in the field of structural biology and drug discovery. 

In addition, I was delighted to know preliminary research of the consortium towards validation of apicoplast molecules and activities that could be specific antimalarial targets. State-of-the-art methodology within Mephitis would also bring new insights into the mechanism of action of new inhibitors which could in turn be remodelled and specifically adapted with the assistance of the structural biology facilities provided. One of the major strengths I have perceived in Mephitis is the auto-feeding net-process capacity, where positive selection, functional and structural analysis, combinatorial synthesis and bioinformatics should be able to refine initial hits.

 

I would still like to mention how you have been also concerned about exploring the possibilities regarding raising awareness about the work Mephitis is doing as well as that of others who are involved with similar projects or who might be available to provide potential development for products coming out from the project. Thus, the attendance of MMV and the biomolecular screening facility at EPFL is a breakthrough in academic research to focus on highways for future innovation of the knowledge generated in Mephitis.

During my attendance at the kick-off meeting, it was reassuring to know that as a group, you have a good level of understanding, which not only will help the whole consortium to reach consensus on issues, but importantly also, will helps you to explore research options with appropriate balance and focus. To this respect, it was also good to have some time to informally talk between participants at the meeting that I feel is an excellent strategy to facilitate team-building.

Finally, I hope that with this brief report you can have a global external view of the consortium from a malaria scientist and the prospects rose along the highly creative kick-off meeting. You have an excellent team to centre on important issues on malaria research which I hope would be in a near future within the main agenda for antimalarials development. 

